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We are thankful for another outstanding year in our Overseas Missions Department. God has blessed us with 

so many opportunities in various countries within our region to help and pray for the extension of God’s 

Kingdom there. There is significant progress in the Church building development in Baucau, Timor Leste, while 

our Missionaries Br & Sis Perry work tirelessly to help prepare the work for a greater future. We had the 

wonderful privilege of visiting Sri Lanka with our Australian Youth team and our efforts in Indonesia continue 

to be a blessing to our brethren.  
 

We want to thank all of our UPCA Churches for their faithful giving and fervent prayers for all our missions 

endeavours that has seen Churches increased and lost people won to Christ. Your contributions have 

supported a team of UPCA ministry to teach leadership seminars in Kupang, West Timor, to a number of 

ministers in the South East region of Indonesia. We are able to assist Pastor Hannah in that same city with 

the rent of her Church property. Our support for our Bali pastors as well as Pastor Oyang from Jayapura is 

ongoing with ministry visits and constant contact. The Baucau Church is the second major assembly in Timor 

Leste, located in the hill area of the region. We are excited to see walls and rooms being built as an extension 

of the Church property that will provide Sunday school rooms and accommodation for the pastor and leaders.  
 

continues on the next page… 

 

Foundations of Building Project in 

Baucau, Timor Leste   A Sending Church  
OSM Director Rev Stan Harvey 
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Just last month I led a youth team of 22 from all around Australia, for a short 

missions trip to Sri Lanka. A life changing event for many of us, where we had 

hoped to expose some of our youth to the field and perhaps the next 

generation of missionaries may emerge from this group. About 18 were filled 

with the Holy Ghost and 9 baptised as a result of our ministry there. Glory to 

God! 
 

In addition, we continue to connect and support our Brethren in PNG, Fiji, 

Kiribati, Vanuatu and New Zealand, all of which contributes to encouraging and 

assisting in the growth of God’s Church. More details are enclosed in the other 

reports of this newsletter. 
 

Whilst we are duly occupied with the evangelisation of our own nation, yet it is 

incumbent upon us as the Church of the Living God to also make every effort 

to extend ourselves in reaching our foreign neighbours. Or, at least support the 

churches in those nations with moral support, direct ministry, prayers and 

resources that God has blessed the Australian Church with. The early Church 

although dynamic and powerful, were allowed to be persecuted by God, that 

signalled the launch of a worldwide missions program from Antioch. It is my 

firm belief that we can be an Antioch of our region as we ‘SEND’ missionaries, 

resources and prayers for this region. 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER THAT: Indonesia has a population of 263 million, Timor Leste 

1.2 million, PNG 8.2 Million, New Zealand 4.8 million and the Pacific nations with 

a combined total of 2.3 million inhabitants. With over a quarter of a billion 

people comprising of our immediate neighbours, we must continue to send 

what we can and as much as we can. I am convinced that the more we give 

and send, the more God pours out. The Hebrew word for ‘love’ in Scripture has 

it’s root meaning in the word to give. For God so loved that He gave. Our love 

compels us to send and to give. 
 

Though we are limited yet God’s word declares: “The little one shall become a 

thousand, and the small one a strong nation; 

 Jehovah, will hasten it in its time” Isa 60:22. 

Let’s reach our neighbours for Christ. 
 
 

God bless you  

Stan Harvey 

 

“The more we give 

and send, the more 

God pours out” 

 

Pacific Cooperative Meeting- Br Perry (Timor Leste), Br Harvey 

(Australia), Br Lee and Br Sonambella (Indonesia), Br Buckland 

(UPCI Regional Director) and Br Colandaraj (Malaysia) 
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Rev Michael & Dianne Perry  
Regional Missionaries - 

Australia to Timor Leste 

 
 

This won’t be our last Overseas 

Mission article, but it will be our 

final as full-time resident 

missionaries to Timor Leste.  
 

Every so often, it seems a long 

time ago when we first travelled 

to Timor-Leste in 2010 with Rev. 

Margaret Bellette, Overseas 

Missions Director at the time;  

as well as when we took our first 

significant break in 2015, during 

Australian missions review and 

reset under Rev. Simon Butcher. 

Yet other times, it feels like 

‘yesterday’ – well, almost! 
 

For the past 4 years, we have 

served under Rev. Stan Harvey 

where great things have been 

accomplished in the work in 

Timor-Leste to the absolute glory 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Soon, we’ll move into a transition 

year. Following the leading of the 

Lord, we’ll continue to serve in our 

missionary role, as He continues 

to direct both within and beyond 

this transition period for the good 

of His precious people and nation 

of Timor-Leste. 
 

We thank you again for 

supporting us so faithfully. Below, 

we outline what we consider to be 

the three key strategic 

developments accomplished in 

2019, again to the absolute glory 

of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

• Commencement of the Baucau 

building works (70% complete at 

time of writing); 

• Recording of the very first 

Tetun bible school subject (The 

Book of Acts); 

• Expansion of the Australian 

Mission’s role into Regional 

Indonesia. 

 

 
 

 

 

“Be There…  

     Remain…  

            Wait…” 
 

As we reflect on what it takes to 

‘be a missionary’, we conclude 

that it is really and simply, to 

recognise and answer a call – 

and then ‘be there’. When the 

Lord told Moses to go up to Him 

into the mountain, He directed 

him further and to specifically 

do just that ‘be there’ (Exodus 

24:12a, KJV). Some translations 

read ‘stay there’, ‘remain 

there’ or ‘wait there’. However, 

whichever the translation, the 

purpose of being, staying, 

remaining or waiting is clear: so 

that the LORD would or could 

deliver His law and instructions. 
 

This, to us, is what it is to be 

missionaries – to ‘be’ there, 

‘remain’ through what can be 

incredibly difficult or 

challenging times, and ‘wait’ on 

Him for His instructions. 
 

Surely, this is something we can 

all do – no… Surely, this is 

something we all must do. BE 

THERE! 

 

   

Br and Sis Perry and their 

missionary work in Timor Leste 

Your Prayers… Your Giving… Your Sending… 



 

 

 

Kupang - Pastors 

and Leaders 

Seminar 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev Jonathan Downs 

 

In August 2019, Pr Errol Paulus 

and myself travelled to Kupang 

Indonesia to meet up with 

missionaries Br Michael and Sis 

Diane Perry for a ministers and 

leaders retreat.  We were joined 

by local pastors and leaders, 

many others who travelled great 

distances to join the retreat: 

Rote Island, Jayapura, Bali (cities 

across Indonesia and West 

Papua) and Dili, Baucau and 

Baguia (East Timor). The first 

evening we all joined together at 

the house of Pr Hanna Thio from 

Kupang for a time of 

fellowship.  Pr Hanna and the 

church in Kupang were the host 

church and they did a wonderful 

job in organising all the aspects 

of the retreat. 
 

The first service was under a 

marquee in the street and Br 

Perry shared a powerful word 

that set the atmosphere for the 

next few days.  There was a 

definite feeling of unity and 

cooperation amongst the 

Pastors and leaders of this 

region.  Most of them are 

labouring in fields that are 

relatively isolated.  It was great 

to hear of the plans each of 

these churches had to reach into 

other surrounding islands and 

regions where they had contacts 

and families.  These islands 

include Flores and Sumba. 

The following two days were 

intensive Bible teaching 

covering all aspects of 

fundamental doctrine.  We used 

the UPCI Global Articles of Faith 

as a guide to ensure we covered 

all the important aspects.  The 

teaching was shared amongst 

the whole visiting team. While 

the days were extremely tiring 

for everyone, it was always 

encouraging to see the hunger 

for the word of God and how well 

everyone received the teaching, 

some of which may have been 

different to what they had 

known previously.  We had 

opportunities to go deeper into 

the specific topics and address 

individual questions through our 

times of questions and answers 

at the end of the day. The 

retreat also included a time of 

communion and foot-

washing.  In both these services 

there was a powerful move of 

God, and I really believe that 

there was a strengthening of 

the unity and purpose of the 

churches in that region.   The 

final evening saw a public 

crusade style service where 

members from the local United 

Pentecostal Church attended as 

well as members of other 

churches in the area.  Pr Paulus 

ministered and we had a 

number of people filled with the 

Holy Spirit and baptised in 

Jesus Name. I travelled across 

to Denpasar to minister for 

Pastor Thompson in their 

Sunday service.  We had a 

powerful move of God and five 

people were baptised in Jesus 

Name, including one lady who 

was converted from Hinduism. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Pastors and leaders who 

attended the seminar in Kupang 



 

 

 

Pastors and Leaders Seminar- Kupang 

Baptisms, new students enrolled in bible school and the first Bible School subject in the 

Tetum language was recorded by Br Jonathan Downs with Sis Elizabeth Batista as interpreter 

Photo Highlights 

Timor Leste Highlights 



 

 

 

OSM Youth Team-

Mission Trip  

to Sri Lanka 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sis Jemima Hikila 

 

Greetings everyone,  

Several weeks ago, I was 

blessed to go to Sri Lanka on an 

Overseas Youth Mission Trip. 

There were a total of 22 young 

people and leaders, all varying in 

age and representing many 

different churches. Trying to 

summarise ten days of 

testimonies, powerful moves of 

God, church services and 

fellowship is a very difficult task, 

but I will try my best to make this 

brief.  
 

Two words to sum up the 

Christians of Sri Lanka are faith 

and passion. The danger of 

following God in that country is 

very real. Bishop Matthiasz, the 

superintendent of Sri Lanka, told 

many stories about the dangers 

of building churches in a 

predominantly Buddhist country. 

Stories of a young man being 

shot while he slept, a family of 5 

having their well poisoned in an 

attempt to kill them all and 

Bishop himself admitting that he 

is now a “marked man” all 

highlighted the danger of 

serving God. Yet, despite all the 

dangers, the church in Sri Lanka 

is growing. They have 152 United 

Pentecostal churches and 

preaching points in the country. 

We saw 2 people delivered from 

evil spirits and over 18 people 

filled with the Holy Ghost during 

our time there! Praise God! He is 

working in that country. And I 

believe it is because the people 

in these churches are all in for 

God. They realise that if they’re 

not all in then it’s not worth the 

risk. Seeing how much faith they 

had was inspiring. They were 

willing to do whatever it took for 

the Kingdom.  
 

Bishop Matthiasz told us that 

passion was the most important 

thing for whatever we do, 

including serving God. And you 

could see this reflected in him 

and his people as they all had 

such a passion for His Kingdom 

and the souls in Sri Lanka. 

Bishop took us to a Bible school 

he was building in Sri Lanka, 

where he plans to bring 25 

young people to come and be 

trained in the Word and also in 

a trade. At the end of the two 

years he will send out all 25 

young ministers to 25 different 

cities in Sri Lanka where in two 

more years they are expected 

to have built a self-sufficient 

business, a church and two 

preaching points. That means, 

because of Bishop Matthiasz’s 

vision and passion for this Bible 

school, in four years Sri Lanka 

will have an additional 75 

churches and preaching points. 

We were amazed and stunned 

at this great man’s vision.  
 

Overall, this trip was one I will 

never forget. It inspires me to 

be more willing to do whatever 

I can for the Kingdom. To be 

willing to go wherever God 

needs someone. To have a 

passion for the things of God. 

And to trust that God is able to 

do exceedingly, abundantly, 

above all that we could ask or 

even think. Because He is able 

to! Just ask the church of Sri 

Lanka.  
 

 

The OSM Youth Team ministering in Sri Lanka 



 

 

 

Overseas Missions Youth Team 

To Sri Lanka 2019 

 

Every Tongue…  Every Nation… 



 

 

 

OSM Youth Team-

Mission Trip  

to Sri Lanka 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sis Raveena Kawser 

 

On Saturday 16th November, I 

was privileged to leave Australia 

with a group of 21 other young 

people and leaders from all over 

the country to go on a Missions 

Trip to Sri Lanka. This group 

included Overseas Missions 

Director, Stan Harvey, and 

National Youth President, Greg 

Wilmott. We flew to Kuala 

Lumpur, where we had a brief 

layover, before flying to 

Colombo, Sri Lanka.  

We arrived late at night and 

went straight to bed. We had 

our true first impressions the 

next morning – lush, tropical 

scenery, beautiful ocean views, 

and a distinct colonial feel from 

the hotel.  
 

There was an immediate 

contrast between experiencing 

church in Sri Lanka and church 

in Australia. On one hand, we 

were honoured as guests, given 

garlands of flowers and a warm 

welcome. On the other hand, the 

week to week reality is that the 

church requires security to be 

present for every service they 

attend. Not long before we had 

arrived, there had been a 

significant bomb threat in the 

building opposite the 

Headquarters church, not to 

mention the Colombo church 

bombings that took place earlier 

in the year.  
 

The church in Sri Lanka faces 

great spiritual, political, and 

religious opposition. Bishop 

Mathiasz shared many stories of 

how ministers and pastors he 

sent out had faced persecution 

from the existing Buddhist 

leaders and religious men, even 

to the point of attempted 

murder. While in Sri Lanka, we 

were cautioned not to post 

anything about church or 

ministry on social media, as this 

would be monitored by the 

government and could 

potentially create difficulties. As 

a result, we could only post 

photos of sightseeing activities 

(which perhaps made it seem 

like we were on holiday!). 
 

Despite this opposition, the 

church in Sri Lanka was full of 

hungry people seeking God. The 

team witnessed packed altar 

calls, where one could hardly 

find space to move between 

people to pray for them. It was a 

peculiar experience praying for 

people you could not 

understand, who could not 

understand you. It was 

comforting then, to know that 

the same Spirit we know and 

feel in Australia is the same 

Spirit we felt and experienced in 

Sri Lanka. 

However, the cultural and 

language differences were no 

barrier to God, who moved in 

a mighty way throughout the 

whole trip. We witnessed 

people get delivered from 

demons, be filled with the Holy 

Ghost, and receive a touch 

from God. All of us witnessed 

things we had never seen 

before, both in church and out 

of it. We were all privileged to 

take part in the move of God, 

whether it was through 

praying, exhorting, or 

encouraging the church of Sri 

Lanka.  
 

As well as experiencing the 

churches, we had many 

sightseeing and tourism 

opportunities. For some of us, 

this was our first trip out of the 

country. We were able to visit 

an Elephant Sanctuary, Tea 

Plantations in the mountain 

regions, and of course, we 

went shopping. We were 

treated with exceptional 

hospitality and kindness 

throughout the entirety of our 

trip.  
 

Something echoed by many 

of the team is that we went 

with the intention to give and 

to minister, but in many ways, 

we were blessed and 

ministered to. I know we all 

look forward to the next trip 

and will hold dear these 

memories and friendships 

made.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“Despite opposition, 

Sri Lanka is full of 

hungry people 

seeking God” 

 



 

 

 

We continue to support our Pacific Region  
 

 

p 

Kiribati 

Indonesia 

Above: fifteen souls received the baptism of the Holy Spirit at their National Conference 

(Br Gration as a guest speaker). Below, reaching up north, bibles studies and more baptisms 

 

Above: strengthening 

the Indonesian brethren 

(Times of Refreshing 

Conference)  
 

Left: Br Jonathan 

Downs visiting 

Denpasar church, Bali 



 

 

 

OVERSEAS MISSIONS’ 

PURPOSE 
The Overseas Missions Department of the United 

Pentecostal Church of Australia has touched many 

nations with the Gospel of Jesus Christ since its 

inception in 1973. 

The purpose of the Overseas Missions is to:  

• preach the whole Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 

whole world; 

• to establish new churches; 

• to send forth missionaries; 

• to endeavor to perform any other duties connected 

with religious work; 

• to help in any way possible to meet the needs of  

local churches; 

• to translate, publish and distribute religious 

literature. 

The success of the Overseas Missions Department of 

the UPCA is a direct result of a co-operative effort 

between local assemblies, missionaries and this 

Department. 

We sincerely appreciate the 

involvement of many churches and 

individuals throughout Australia 

 

Your giving will ensure the 

work of God continues to 

yield fruit in our region! 

Office: 

PO Box 199 

Hampton Park VIC 3976  

AUSTRALIA 

Please forward all donations to the OSM office 

Website:  

www.overseasmissions.org.au 

Address: 

24-26 Harp St 

Campsie  NSW  2194  

AUSTRALIA 

 

 

Facebook  

Overseas Missions of UPC Australia 

 

 

 


